The P. of Orarge's Engagement 
For Maintaining andRecuing the 


Proteſtant Rel1z1on, & Liberces of the Peop!e of England, 


According to His Late Gracious Declaration. 
Humvly Reminded 


To be Performed by Their Moſt Sacred Vaietties K. 


WILLIAM and Q. MART, 


in Their Royal Aﬀent in PARLIAMENT, to the Perpetual 
Eſtabliſhments of Tiberry of Conſcience. 


Z6ved in Ten Reaſons fot a Religions Frevom. 


With Allowance, 


R EFASON I. 

T is not the Will of the Great and Wiſe 
God, to appoint any Forcible Ways or 
Cou: ſes to bring Ven and Women to c 3n- 
form to his VVorſhip : But Chriſt was 
pleaſed to Commillionate his Ap»ſtles (to 
whom he committed the Keys of his 
Church) to Preach and Declare the Chriſtian 
Dorin : And they that ſuccezd them in their Of- 
fice, aie not by Might or by Por er, but by gzntle 
Invitation, and th2 Influence of his xind Spirit;to 
inform the Judgment, convince the Conſcience, 
and ſo to perſwade the Children of Men to be 
Reconciled unto God. Ard who is Man, that he 
ſhould take another conrſe, and will not reſt in 
God's wiſdom? Now we are Ambaſſ d:rs forChriſh, 
as though G od did beſecch you through 724 5, we pray 

vor in Chriſts ſtead, be ye reconciled to od. 

REASON IL. 

He uſing outward Compuliion in matters of 
x 2 Conſcience, does only ſerve to maze Men 


Hypocrites, but works no ſaving Converion. It 
Men conform to. any V Vorſhip or way thercof, 
'zith an unwilling mind, they cannot ſerve Ged 
aright, though the V Vorſhip be right, becauſe the 


Heart of the V Vorſhipper is not right. God calls 
for the Heart, 41y Son, give me thy Heart. If it 
were not for compulſion, the Man would be in 
ſome cther Practice or Profeſſion; and when he 
Contorms only to fave his Perſon or his Purſe, he 
isthe Servant of Mz, and not the, Servant of 
Ged, and this is not to ſave his Soul. or by con 
Fram, but williagly , ot for filthy Iicri, but a roas 
dy m.;d. REASON TI11. 
LL forts of Perſons are for Liverty of Con- 
 ſrience for themielves, even thole that are 
moſt impoling upon etacrs. They would a.coant 


it hard meaſure to be conſtrain'd to perform, or 
forbear ſuch and ſuch things which cencein their 
Religion,or to ſuffer unproportionable penalties. 
And why ſhould not the Church-Proteſtants make 
the Presbyteri ins, the Independants, the Papiſts caſe 
their own in this point, ſeeing they are all Fellow- 
Chriſtians. Thcrefore, whatſoever things ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you,do ye fo unto them, for this 
is the Law and the Prophets. 
REASON IV. 
Tz good Rules of Humanity, and common 
Civility, which is carefully obſerved in ſmal- 
ler matters, are openly violated, by uſing of force 
in the matters of Conſcience. Men abhor to thruft 
that Meat and Drink down their Neighbour's 
Throat, which will not agree with their Sto- 
machs, They ſay commonly, Pr.ty take that which 
teſt likes your: and why are they nat as civil in the 
matter of Religion ? ave compaſſion on oe an 
ther, love as Brethren, be pitiful, be courtecns. 
REASON YV. 

T He Church Proteſtants in Frglind were ſors 

diſtreſſed by hot doings heretofore in tie 
Reign of Q. Mary,: when they were accounted 
Criminals, for not conforming to that Worſhip 
which was then the Eſtabliſhc Worlhip of the 
Kingdom ; and whoever take up the ſame Spirit of 
Perſecution againlt others, for Noncentormity 
to the preſent Worſhip now Eſtabliſht, doth nor 
only jultifie the violent proccedings under Queer! 
ary trom their own principles and practices,uc 
alſo,upon mounting that part of the Whezl at top 
again, (as lately endangertd us, tho' now down) 
wii: leave themioli es no Excuſe nor Cauſe of Com- 
plaint, if God bring the ſame ſeverity to fall yp- 
on thein. for n14t;2 the ſame meaſnre nin nee wich, 
it ſh:{ be niered to them agaii. 
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REASON VI. 

He Conforming and Nonconforming Prote- 
T ſtants, and the Proteſtants and Papiſts all 
do agree as to the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity, 1n 
the ſame Articles of Faith, and the ſame Rule 


of Manners, in the Apoſtles Creed, and the Ten P 


Commandments. There zs one Body, one Spirat, one 
Lord, one Faith, ore Bajtiſm. 
Flowers may grow on the ſame B:nk, ſo may-Pro- 
teſtan:s of all ſorts, Church-men, Presbytertans, 
Independants, Anabapriſts, Quakers, and Papiſts 
live in England. Un:on in Aft; 1s net incon- 
iiſtent with diſagreement of Qp3»i07. There is much 
mare Reaſon to love one a::other for the many 
things wherein we agice, than to fall aut forthoſe 
v:iherein we differ ; and thoygh we cannot bave 
Communion in tl.e ſame external worihup, we can 
and have communion in the ſame.internal Adora- 
tion of the ſame Bleſſed Trinity, ard in the ane 
hopeof our calling unto Life Eternal, through Je- 
ſis Chriſt. Wecannot come together inthe ſame 
Church, but may live tog-ther in the ſame Lard, 
and as weare under the ſame Gracious King and 
Queen, they may protect both, and ſuffer no Pare 
ty to perſecute one another. The Woolf ſhall lie 
dywn with the Lamb, the Leopard with the Kid , th: y 
(hall not hurt nor deſtroy un all my holy mount ain. 


REASON VIE 

F He Frezch Proteſtants, who are the Diſfenters 

' fromthe Eſtabliſhed Worſhip of that King- 
dom, have been kindly received and ſuccoured by 
England, even under both our late Kings: And 
when the French King is highly blamed by E-g/if 
Proteſtants, and perhaps too by moſt Engliſh Ca- 
tholicks, for perſecuting his peaceable Sub jects, 
thould-we go to do the fame things in our King- 
dom which we condemnin another ? God forbid. 
Therefore art thou inexcuſable, O man, whoſ. ever thou 
art, for thon that Judzeſt another, doſt the ſame 
things. RE ASON. VIII. 

THe preſecuting Diſſenters and Recuſants for 
T matters of Conſcience is cf great diſadvan- 
tage to the Trade of the Kingdom, the Diſlenters 
being a chief part of the Trading People of the 
Nation, ny | ny) as Merchants, Shop-keepers, 
_ Cl>thiers, Farmers, &c. by which many thouſands 
of the Kings poor SubjeRts are maintained, and 
comiquentlyLiberty of Conſcience mult be a moſt 


As a variety of 
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efteftual means for the reſtoring of it. 

I will mention a ſtory or two, which may be 
eaſily atteſted, if they be called into Queſtion. 
One Thema: Peard about 19 Years ſince of Wet 
Dean near Barnſtable, who kept many poor Peo- 
le at work in the Clothing Trade, was proſecu- 
ted upon the Att for Twenty Pound a Month, ſo 
many Months for not coming to Church, that he 
was forced to quit his Habitation and Imploy- 
ment. Upon this the poor People of many Pa- 
riſhes go a Begging, and the numbers preſently 
were fo great, that the Juſtices were {ain to meet, 
and conſulting together, canciude upon it to get 
the Man's Fines to be diſcharged. This being done, 
Peard returns to his buſineſs, takes the poor off 
their hands, and finds them again the fame'Li- 

In like manner, about 17 Years ſince, the 3iſhop 
of Sarm ſends forth Inſtruttions into all the 'pa- 
rithes of his Diaceſs for bringing them to Church, 
or citing them to his Court. There we:e Eighty 
Clothiers Nonconformiſts of ſeveral Judgments 
in the County of Wilts, who being Alarum'd by 
this Summons, think of withdrawing their Trade, 
(rhe time for proviſion of their Wool favouring 
ſuch a ſaſpention) bat conſidering what a number 
of poor depended on them, ſome imploying 500, 
fme 1000 people under them, who were capable 
of getting no other m :intenance : Beſides th.t,the. 
Farmer was no leſs concerned than the Spinner 
and che Carder, who could have no Mney for his 
Wool ; fearing alſo, that ifthey ſhould give over 
on a ſudden, there might ſo much clamour enſue, 
as might turn into ſome uproar, they agree upon 
ſending up eight or ten of their ſuffi ient men to 
repreſent their Cake tothe King and Council. Or- 
dersare taken hereupontkat theArchbiſhop writes 
to the Biſhop to d<tift, and aſſurance is given by 
both the Secretaries to the Clothicrs, tor their 
ſafety inkeeping on their Imployment. 

V Vhat thoſe Jultices, an4 what the Conncil at 
that time ſaw convenient for that Shire,and thoſe 


Towns, will be difcerned (I doubt not) by the. 


conliderate to be of the like Emolument through- 
out the Nation. 

The Riches of a-Nation are the Bodies of Men:; 
for the greatneſs cf a Kingdom certainly conliſts 
Not in a vaſt continent of Ground, but in the mul- 
ticude of its Inhabirants; and the thriving of the 
People, lizs in the encrcaſe of Trade, Manyfatture 
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werſal Tulerati;n (Stated r.ghtly, that is, of All,fo 
far as they are tolerable, whereof the wiſlom of a 
Parliament Is the fitteſt Judge) would produce 
both theſe; it would bring People that are perſe- 
cuted in our Neighbor-Nations about their Reli- 
gion, £9 England, as it does or hath done to /Z-/- 
land; and they maſt bring their Hands and Buſi- 
neſs with them. Befides the infinite Enconrage- 
ment it would give to many,who of late have kept 
in their Moneys, by reaſon of their obnoxiouſneſs 
to the Law, which they maſt bring forth moſt In- 
duſtrioully into Imployment, as toon as they ee 
themſclves ſafe under ſettlement, and their Cecn- 
\ ences out of danger. Ard wh. n|{[xchar ſ:w that 
Reſt was god, and the Land that it was pleaſu11, he 
boxed his Shoulder tobear, and became a Serva;s unto 
Tribute. REASON. IX. 

'T'hath pleaed our moſt Gracious Soveraign K. 
3 WILLIAM the Third (whom God bleſs itill 
wichagentle mind ad good diys) to declare t 
the Nation at his coming to the Kingdom, that 
theſe two things, Cumprcizenſion and Indulence, 
(which he expretles by A.good Agreement b.twees: 
the Church of England ard Proreft..nt Difſenters,and 
the covering others that will live peaceably from Per- 
fecrtion, even the Pajiſts joe 4 es not excepted ) 
was one e:.d 0: certain Intention of his Underta- 
king, which therefore in repeated words he con- 
firms;C.And wefor our part will concurrin every thing 
with a Parliament, to procure the H.ppineſs of the 
Natien ;, ſince we have nothing before our Eyes inthis 
err Urdertaking, but the Prejervaticn of the Prote- 
fart Religion, the covering all men from Perſecution 
fer th:ir Conſcience, ard Secure to the nhole Nation 
the free Enjoyment of their Laws, Rights, and Liber- 
ries, ander a Juſt and Legal Gove. nwnent.) Then «f- 
rer five dzies Ananias 'le Hi h Prieſt deſcended with 
theElders,and anOrator named Tertullus,rhs when ke 
was called forth, ſpake thus, Seeing that by th:e we en- 
Joy great quietneſi, axd that by thee very worthy Deeds 
have been doxe fer this Nation, we accept it alwates, 
and in all places, moſt Noble Felix, with all Thaik- 
fulneſs. REASON. X. 


FP Ele are ſome Reaſons (among Multitnces) 

x that have flown abroad for Toleratton, and 
they are no pickt choten : nes, but the molt ready 
and ordinary to ti e meaneit Capacity, fach as I 
have catch'd upmoſt caty, from the Papers only 
of one or two that were iacan men,only ctangirg 
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aud Commerce, as 1s intimated. An AW for Uni- a little their ſtile, to avoid tle baidnets and 


lixity : I will now add ſome Teltimonie> my 
my own former Reading, and theſe Teſtim-:n'cs, 
which are Argumentum ab Authritre, ſhall be my 
tenth and laſt Conſideration, or Reaſon. 

. It 1s not like in the three firſt Centuries of the 
Charch, that any thing tis to be found in the Chri- 
ſtian writings, for the uſe of the Sword in Religi- 
on, whilſt themſelves were under it. In the next 
cnſuing, we have Conſtanti.e, Co-ſtantins, Jovian, 
Fa'cutinian, Valens, Theodoſius, and after thoſe, Ho- 
nor and Arcad us may be cited fer their larger 
perm:ſſions, eſpecially cowards the Jews, by thaſe 
that will be at the pains todo it. 

In the Year 386. 14aciu« and Ithacius were con- 
demned by the Galican Biſhops for being Authors 
ot bringing the Pri/cill:anists to Execution. And 
St, Auguſtine no doubt with the Fathers general- 
ly are againlt any Sanguinary Laws in this mat- 
ter. MNullts bonis in Catholica Ec«leſia hoc placer,. ſs 
1ſqi1e ad moriem in quemquam Hereticum ſeviatur.. 
Contra Crejcoinm,Lib. 3. Cap.50.Hence were they 
called 1tha:ians,an held for Hereticks,who-main- 
tained, That thoſe whoerred in Religion, ought 
to be pat to Death. And it is obſerved, it was 
Dominick was the firſt that brought up the Fire 
among Chriitians upon that account. Withdraw 
from them, avoid th-m (ſays the Scripture) s we: 
KoU TUTTUP LuTEs Kat Nx tad 55 t9vn, but not bear 
or jerſecute them as the Heathens do, ſaies Iguatins. 
For iz 1 an #:htard-of, ſtrange kind of preaching the 
Goſpel ({ays regory) to exact Belief (as the Egypri- 
ans their Bricks) with Stripes. Docere arbitramuy 
(ſays 1heodo/u and Yalentiman) noftrum imperium 
ſu:ditos noſtros de Religione commonefacere ; They 
choſe r.ot to ſay (imperare) but (commonefacere) 
ſignifying thereby, that Religion ought not tobe 
forced, A\Vjhil enim \fays Lattantins) ram voluntae 
rium qu Reiigio, in qua fi animus eft Sacrificentss 
averſus, jam ſublata, jam nulla eft. Religio imperari. 
(ſays Caſſiaore) non poreff, And, Suadenda eft,fays: : 
St, Sernard, non impcranda. Pracepit Santta Syno-- 
4, (lays the Toletan Council de Tudass) nemini de- 
piceps ad credendum vim inferre. And The New Law 
(itys Tertallzan) docs not vindicate it ſelf UltraGla- 
div. The 7ews took no ſuch-courſe (as peſtilent 
as tneir Doctrine was) with the Saddrces ,. nor 
Ctritt with the Samaritans, Se2 Luke g. 35.. Mar. 
13.28, 29, John 18. 36. JobnG6. 67. And will ye 
alſ2 go away, f1ys Chriſt to the Twelve 7 Which: - 
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re werds removing all force and necefſity from 
Man in the choice o7 his Religi mn. So Chry/05-, 
Arhiniſins,Cypriain, ik may alſo add Aug. & Sa! 7, 
\Ve may read in the Life of 7 /2>1zz,when ſme 
of the Trachonites came in fr Reſc12 to the Jerrs, 


whore himſclfwas Governo..r.and the Jews wout dt 


ihzreapon conſtrain them to be Circuinciſed, cr 

lie not Jet them aids with them, he would n:t 
p-rmit that injurious Zeal, alledging, That every 
Man ought according to bis own mid, and nit by 
Mans compuion to jerve God. In our Englith Sto- 
ry (10 ſit this) by Bed-, when Ethelbert the firit 
prince that received Chriſtianity of the Sax0- 
Heptarchy, was converted by Arſ##2, ſent hither 
ay Gzezo y, and many thereupon came into the 
Church, it is ſaid, He eſpiczally exabraced thoſe that 
came in, bur Compelled none ;, for be had learned that 
rhe Faith and Service of Chris ought to ve voluntary 
and not of conftratat. *©* It helpeth mu: h, ſays the 
* Imperial Edict ofCorFarntize and Licinins,to eſta- 
© Hlich the pablick Tranquility, tor every man to 
*© have li>erty to uſe and chuſe what kind of wor- 
* ſhipping himſelf pleaſes ; and for that intent 1s 
<« this done cf ns, to have no man enforced to one 
© Religion more than to another. A Prince who 
would aram his Subje&s (divided into” Setts and Fu- 
Hons) t1 bus Relizion, ſhould nst (in my Opinion) uſe 
Force, ſays Bedin ;, 1 will enhance this from the 
example of Ther-doſixs that eminently good Empe- 
rour, who though he being offended with Emnro- 
#:izs, did baviſh him upon a particular account, 
uſe1l no cortion or ſeverity upon the perſon of 
any other Sect whatſoever. Keliquis neq; moleſite 
4:4;9urm exbibuir, neqy ſecum communicare evegit ; 
ied fin:ulis copiam fecit in locis ſeparatis conventus 
anendi, & ita de Religune Chritt:una ſentiendi, ut 
quiſe.; ae ea opinionem Concepr it . : 

. Fobn Barclay (not Wiliam that wrote Adverfus Monarcho- 
wachos) hath a Difcourſe on purpoſe to this effect about the 
Calyinifts (as it is thought) under the Name of the Zpere. 
phantans, -in-one chapter of his Argenis. And Camerarius 
ih his Hiſtogical Meditations, hath a chapter as Learned, Full. 
md Grave; as need to be on this Subjett, 176. 3-cap. 18. It 
** was obſerved by the Popes Council (ſays Guiceierdine) that 
. *the Proſecufion' of Luther, ſince it was not accompanied with 
« their own Reformation, did encreaſe his Reputation; and 
* that it had beena Jeis Evil to Diſemble the knowledge 
= of ſach a watter, which would perhaps have diflolv'd' of it 
* elf, tha by blowing at the Brand, to make the Fire burn 
#-rhe 118. if here may be fone Notes conferred with ths 
cutof Devilah, upon the «icliberations of the Politick XK arha= 
rine, Recent of Frazce, abuut the Vacificatior in her $0n 
Henry the ] tirds- time; ! v:i!l ret in one after Zerry ile 
rFonth fuccee kd, Tet great Prinze thought fat to teclare 


Rhine! Cutholrcly but gets the tame Bgitt for Liberty to the 
[ſngonts, tobe renewed and paſtel the Varliament of Parte. 
* By wii? 12475 encavouring to remwe Suſpicion from 
& their nitads, and conarming them by gool Uſage, 
a together with {ume Gitts and Promiſes to the chieſ Heads, 
& he a;lenftoly taok away (lays the H itorian) the palic ard 
"FFreagth of that Party, ſo that thoſe that are verſcil in tin 
*tKingiom, b-heve that a few years of ſnch ſweet Pe yibn 
© (if ne hai not beea diſabled 1n this courſe through wait of 
* Monzy) waild have. extinguiſhed that. Fattion, which {v6 
© many years of delperate Wars had not, with the Effuſion of 
& ſo much Blood, been able to weaken... . Yroleat courſes ({u7, 
my Lor.l C99) are 1;k2 ho! Waiters, that muy do g36d tn an Zx- 
tremity, but the uſe of them doth foil the Stomach, and it will re- 
q «ire them ſtronger and ftronger,. aud by little and little they wil 
lefjen the Operation. ROTO wm 

They that love the Common-wealth ( (ays Judge Fentins ) will 
uſe means together with the Retiturion of th: King, to jrocure an 
4 of Oblivion, and tender Conſciences 4 juft and reaſonable [i- 
tisfaition, elſe we mu/t Periſi firſt or laſt. | G 

I will Crown theſe Teſtimonies with the experienced ad- 
vice of CZ ARLES the Firtt to onr late Soveraign : 
* Beware of Exaiperating any FaGtion by the eroſnels and a- 
«*ſperity of ſome mens Paſſions, Humours, or private Opini- 
* ons employed by you, grounded only on the differences in 
&« leffer matters, which are buttbe Skirts and Suburbs of Re- 
« ljgion, wherein a charitable Tonnivarice, and Chriſtian To- 
© eration, often difſipates their Strength, whom a rougher 
«* oppoficion fortifies, and puts their deſpiſed and oppreſſed 
« Party into ſuch Combinations, as may moſt enable them to 
* reta full Revenge on thoſe they count their Perſicutors, 
© who are afſited by that vulgar Commileration, which at- 
&« tends all that are ſaid to ſuffer under the notion ofReligion- 

There are two Rules in the Preamble vf the Statute Prims 
Marie ;, the oneis, That the Dtace of a King ſtand- 
eih'mo:c aſſured by the love of his Snbjecs, than in 
the-d:cad and fear ef Laws. The other is, That 
Laws juſtip, made, wiihout extream PuniGment, 
are mo2e olien, and fo2 the maſt part better obeys 
ed, {han thoſe that are made with that exiremiipy. 
Unto which my once before-named Lord Chicf ſuſtice Cooke 
Subjoyns this Sentence, Mitins imperanti melius Paretur, 

1 will cloſe up all with the-end of a-Speech of Sir Orlanda 


- Bridgeman to the Parliament, when he was Lor1 Ke-per. 


« If any juſt grievances ſhall have happened, his Majeſty 
* will be as willing and ready-to redreſs th21i2, as you to have 
* them Preſcnted to him, and his Maizſty doubts not, but you 
«vill give healing and moclerate Counſtls, and Imprint that 
«© known Truth in the Hearts of his Subjects, that there is nd 
« Jiftint Intereſt between the King and his People, but the 
* good of one, is the goed of botn. | | 

Now this 1s the Copy of the Letter which Artagerses gave 
unto Exrathe Pricft, 1 make a Decree, that all they of the People 
of. Iſrael, and of his Prieſts and Levites in- my Realm, which are 
minded of ibeir own-free will 0 go up. 10 Jeruſalem, go with thee. 

And Gamaliel Good up in the Conncil, and ſaid, Ye Den of 
Iſrael, take beed to jour jelves, refrain from theſe Men, and te: © 
tkem alcne, for if this Counſel or this 1W.rk be of IM-r, it will 
come 10nought ;, but if it be of God, y- cannot Overthrow it, le 
kaply ye be found even 1 Fight ay 4115} God, ; 


Printed for R. Hnyhirf in 7! P,itain, 1C8 9. 


IN &5 
/ # GSC 
s oP w i tf 


